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Designing a Study to Promote Substantive Integration of
Qualitative and Quantitative Data & Analytical Procedures

SEEM:

Elizabeth Creamer

(Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University)

As a novice in mixed methods research (MMR), | was
excited at the opportunity to learn from the top of the
field at this conference. For me the conference began
with a wonderful half-day workshop by Dr. Elizabeth
Creamer. She began the workshop by providing her
definition of MMR as follows:

“A systematic approach to data collection and analysis
that combines qualitative and quantitative data and
analytic procedures with a commitment to engage
multiple perspectives while respecting the
methodological assumptions of each method.” (2017)

With this definition, Dr. Creamer emphasized the
importance of committing “to engage multiple
perspectives,” but this does not mean simply including
both quantitative and qualitative approaches within a
study. Rather, she emphasized the necessity of an
ongoing conversation between the two strands,
stressing that MMR allows researchers to take
advantage of the strengths of both, not simply
offsetting each other’s weaknesses. Both approaches
should be considered throughout the design,
implementation, and interpretation stages, and both
should be shown the due diligence they deserve. Dr.
Creamer warned that we must be wary of using MMR
as an excuse to do “sloppy quant”, and “sloppy qual” -
“well it’s not either, so it’s MMR!” We must respect
both paradigms and the assumptions that come
packaged within. The fact that both paradigms can be
vastly different, and even produce different results,
should be celebrated, not feared. When the two
approaches tell different stories, it produces tensions -
not always consistent - which produces new insight.
This way of thinking was a breath of fresh air, as | was

previously under the impression that the primary
purpose of MMR is triangulation —an important and
commonly sought, but by no means comprehensive,
purpose.

One theme that emerged from the workshop was the
untapped potential of MMR going forward. The growth
of MMR has been replacing mostly quantitative
research rather than qualitative, according to Dr.
Creamer, leaving much room within the qualitative
paradigm for uptake of these new ideas. Similarly, she
feels that quantitative researchers conducting studies
of big data still show a lack of integration with
gualitative studies. There is also room to grow within
the approach to MMR itself. According to Dr. Creamer,
96% of MMR studies mix the two strands only during
the conclusions. This is not to say that doing this should
be frowned upon, but rather there is still much
untapped potential within other stages of research.

Overall this workshop was successful in not only
providing the basics of MMR for us novice researchers,
but also in stimulating interesting discussions of the
possibilities of MMR which lie ahead. | look forward to
hearing more from Dr. Creamer in the future and
seeing what new innovations will arise.
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Brandon Kramer
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The importance of mixing paradigms and
practical suggestions
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